UPPER THAMES NEWSLETTER

21 November 2025

This week:

e Sunday 23 November - Christ the King
o Youth & Children in our Upper Thames churches & North Wilts Mission Area
o Christmas services and events
e Ashton Keynes Christmas Tree Festival
e Reminders:
o Advent Sunday service at Malmesbury Abbey
o Deanery Confirmation service
o May New
o Malmesbury & District Foodbank
o November-December services
e Morning Prayers
e Church opening times
e What3Words locations for our churches

Sunday 23 November - Christ the King

o St Sampson's
o 10am Holy Communion - in the school
hall
e Holy Cross
o 8.30am BCP Holy Communion
o St John the Baptist
o 10am Morning Worship - in the church
hall

e Readings
o Jeremiah 23:1-6 OR Colossians 1:11-20
o Luke 23:33-43



https://us11.mailchimp.com/mctx/clicks?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.biblegateway.com%2Fpassage%2F%3Fsearch%3DJeremiah%252023%253A1-6%26version%3DNIVUK&xid=4cb736968a&uid=46495913&iid=c8540a1a61&pool=cts&v=2&c=1763633169&h=566a98293f24fd883ea9319ad36bcbede868cd77fb374a8a2fe11fdb9c5ff53a
https://us11.mailchimp.com/mctx/clicks?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.biblegateway.com%2Fpassage%2F%3Fsearch%3DColossians%25201%253A11-20%26version%3DNIVUK&xid=4cb736968a&uid=46495913&iid=c8540a1a61&pool=cts&v=2&c=1763633169&h=1b7bc41931cb0211585b4ac8bd85a0b954297caeeba1156df536a18311dd031a
https://us11.mailchimp.com/mctx/clicks?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.biblegateway.com%2Fpassage%2F%3Fsearch%3DLuke%252023%253A33-43%26version%3DNIVUK&xid=4cb736968a&uid=46495913&iid=c8540a1a61&pool=cts&v=2&c=1763633169&h=6493fc41f3b23437a0b326e88a2d5e1b0b9dadb4e6094ced4d1657c0b7586c95

Youth and children in our Upper Thames churches & North Wilts Mission Area
(NWMA)
There's lots for Youth and children to get involved in especially over the next month:

o Activities for primary school aged children in Sampson's at 10am every first
Sunday of the month.

e Messy Church in Holy Cross (we will advertise when this happens)

e Christmas services & events in all our churches (see below)

e For Youth there is the weekly NWMA F4 youth group in Malmesbury, plus
extra socials all of which we will advertise in our newsletter and on the Upper
Thames website.

Christmas services and events

It may seem a bit early but we start looking towards Christmas with Advent and Christingle
services next week followed closely by our first Christmas events! Those are
good for families with young children.

Advent ; *

Advent Sunday service at Malmesbury Abbey
For all churches across our Deanery and the North Wilts Mission Area
Sunday 30 November, 10.30am

with the children of Ashton Keynes Primary School
Advent Sunday 30 November 4pm followed by...

Sunday 30 November 5.30pm

5 - 7 December with

Sunday 7 December 4pm

Sunday 7 December 5.30pm



o St Sampson's Carols by Candlelight
Sunday 14 December 6.30pm

Wednesday 17 December 6.30pm
o Holy Cross Carols with Candles
Sunday 21 December 4pm

Sunday 21 December 4pm

Christmas Eve - Wednesday 24 December 4pm

Christmas Eve - Wednesday 24 December 4pm

Christmas Eve - 24 December 7pm

e Midnight Communion on Christmas Eve
St Sampson's & Holy Cross
Wednesday 24 December 11pm

Thursday 25 December
o 8am
(e}
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Ashton Keynes Christmas Tree Festival

ASHTON KEYNES CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL
S - 7TH DECEMBER 2025

PROGRAMME OF EVENTS

Friday 5th Dec
Sparkling Piano Bar

6.30 - 9.30pm
Live music
Welcome fizz
Bar, Raffle, Nibbles
Tickets £12 in advance from
AK village shop

ASHTON KEYNES
CHRISTMAS
TREE
FESTIVAL

Saturday 6th Dec

General Admission
2 - 6pm
Stalls, Refreshments, Raffle
4pm Family Fun with a visit
from Father Christmas
Admission £3/£5 on the door
Under 16's free

ASHTON KEYNES
CHRISTMAS
TREE
FESTIVAL

Sunday 7th Dec

General Admission
2 - 4pm
Stalls, Refreshments, Raffle
3.30pm Come and Sing Carols
Admission £3/£5 on the door
Under 16's free

il

ASHTON KEYNES
CHRISTMAS
TREE
FESTIVAL

Reminders

« ADVENT SUNDAY at Malmesbury Abbey - 30 November 10.30am
As we begin the church’s new year (which always
begins in Advent!) we have the chance to meet
with our fellow Christians in the area to worship
together at Malmesbury Abbey in a deanery
celebration of being together. Debbie will be taking g
the service (using our service booklets on loan to -
the Abbey for the morning) and Steve Wilkinson (our Area Dean) will preach. These
celebration services are always lovely, and joining together with our sisters and
brothers in Christ is wonderfully encouraging as we see how God is working in lives
across our area. Do come!




o The North Wiltshire Deanery Confirmation Service is taking place

Z8lon Wednesday 26 November at All Saints, Crudwell. A member of our
St Sampson's congregation is being confirmed at the service. Do come along
in support.

e May New's funeral is taking place at North Wilts Crem on Dec 5th at
11am. All are welcome to come to the service. Contact Shirley if you
would like a lift.

e Malmesbury & District Foodbank
Please help support local people in crisis. Donations of food can be left at:
o Cricklade - at the back of St Sampson's church, at St Sampson's
school, Tesco Express, Animal
Fayre, Culverhay Stores, Cricklade

United Church, St Mary's Church ‘q Malmesbury & District
nite urch, ary's Churc
o Ashton Keynes - at the back of Holy Fooghl,’,gf,,'k

Cross church and at the village school
o Latton - at the Village Hall
café monthly.
Foodbank needs (click for latest shopping list)
You can also support by donating money, either through regular giving or
one-off gifts.

To find out more about the work of the Foodbank and how you can help,
please visit their website: Malmesbury & District Foodbank | Helping Local
People in Crisis

November - December Services

e Sunday 30 November - Advent Sunday
o Malmesbury Abbey
= 10.30am Joint Deanery/Mission Area Advent service
o Holy Cross
. with the children of Ashton Keynes Primary
school
e Sunday 7 December - Advent 2
o St Sampson's
= 8am Holy Communion
. with the Music Group &

= 6.30pm Evensong


https://us11.mailchimp.com/mctx/clicks?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmcusercontent.com%2F11530255df41841bf6e3a7715%2Ffiles%2Fb8ec718f-fde9-5054-c2b0-514335ce1e63%2FHarvest_Collection_List_26Aug25_NEW.01.pdf&xid=4cb736968a&uid=46495913&iid=c8540a1a61&pool=cts&v=2&c=1763633169&h=e516e6e8711d948e1d352f5a47e97a81ce9693093aeff6a458dc1885df97d6dc
https://us11.mailchimp.com/mctx/clicks?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmalmesburydistrict.foodbank.org.uk%2F&xid=4cb736968a&uid=46495913&iid=c8540a1a61&pool=cts&v=2&c=1763633169&h=f94fdb46ad543b7ff5ce05475847dc05f5adf8e3b613e52b9366d1a4e3a0e8b7
https://us11.mailchimp.com/mctx/clicks?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmalmesburydistrict.foodbank.org.uk%2F&xid=4cb736968a&uid=46495913&iid=c8540a1a61&pool=cts&v=2&c=1763633169&h=f94fdb46ad543b7ff5ce05475847dc05f5adf8e3b613e52b9366d1a4e3a0e8b7

o Holy Cross

10am Holy Communion as part of the Christmas Tree Festival

o St John the Baptist

Morning Worship

e Sunday 14 December - Advent 3
o St Sampson's

10am Worship Together
6.30pm Carols by Candlelight

e Sunday 21 December - Advent 4

o St Sampso

o Holy Cross

n's

8am Holy Communion followed by breakfast
10am Morning Worship

6.30pm Evensong

4pm Carols with Candles

o St John the Baptist

4pm Carols and Crib Service

e Wednesday 24 December - Christmas Eve

o St Sampso

o Holy Cross

n's
4pm Crib Service
11pm Midnight Communion

4pm Crib Service
11pm Midnight Communion

o All Saints Leigh

e Thursday 25 Decemb
o St Sampso

o Holy Cross

7pm Carol Service

er - Christmas Day

n's

8am Holy Communion

10am Christmas Day Family Holy Communion

10am Christmas Celebration with Holy Communion

o St John the Baptist

11.15 Christmas Day Holy Communion

e Sunday 28 December - Christmas 1
o 10am Worship Together at St Sampson's



Morning Prayers

e Monday Morning Prayers at 9am on Zoom - all welcome
We are a small group who meet on Zoom for 40 minutes at 9am on Monday
mornings to read, pray and socialise following a Wild Goose Wee Worship format.
New members would be very welcome.
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/77713838432?pwd=AzDIt5p8Rs3Wxmbjl3sSFVEEMFpAu
E.1
Meeting ID: 777 1383 8432
Passcode: 1FLvtO

e Thursday Morning Prayers in the Lady Chapel in St Sampson's
Everyone is welcome and we'd love new people to join us. There are usually about 7
- 10 of us in number and we meet at 8.30am to enjoy coffee and the Iona
Community's '"Wee Worship Book', and finish by 9.30am.

Church opening times

o St Sampson's: every day, 9am — 3pm
e Holy Cross: Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday, Sunday, 10am - 4pm
o St John the Baptist Latton: Friday, Saturday, Sunday, Monday, 10am - 4pm

What3Words locations for our churches (for use on the What3Words app)

o St Sampson's: unopposed.remotest.raft ///
¢ Holy Cross (entrance to car park): ideals.conga.flushes
o St John the Baptist: roadways.handwriting.trample
¢ All Saints: powers.party.zinc
o« Waterhay (All Saints Old

Chancel): leaky.refrained.marketing

WHAT3WORDS



https://us11.mailchimp.com/mctx/clicks?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus04web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F77713838432%3Fpwd%3DAzDJt5p8Rs3WxmbjI3sSFVEEMFpAuF.1&xid=4cb736968a&uid=46495913&iid=c8540a1a61&pool=cts&v=2&c=1763633169&h=007201345c45d2dd629fca80509fbd6f6b35e17bbbe35053353fa975dc179318
https://us11.mailchimp.com/mctx/clicks?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus04web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F77713838432%3Fpwd%3DAzDJt5p8Rs3WxmbjI3sSFVEEMFpAuF.1&xid=4cb736968a&uid=46495913&iid=c8540a1a61&pool=cts&v=2&c=1763633169&h=007201345c45d2dd629fca80509fbd6f6b35e17bbbe35053353fa975dc179318

